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PLANNED PARENTHOOD GOLDEN GATE 
EASTMONT, HAYWARD, MACARTHUR, REDWOOD CITY, ROHNERT PARK,  

SAN FRANCISCO, SAN MATEO & SAN RAFAEL 
 

To get more information or to make an appointment at any of the above health centers please call: 
1-800-967-PLAN (7526) 

 
Client Information: 

 
 Rh(o) IMMUNE GLOBULIN 

 
 As part of your lab work, you have had a blood test to determine the Rh factor of your blood type (to find 
out if you are Rh positive or Rh negative).  You were found to be Rh negative.  This means you do not 
have the Rh substances on your red blood cells. 

 
This is important because during every pregnancy, some of the red blood cells from the fetus enter the 
woman's blood stream, usually at the time of an abortion, miscarriage, or delivery.  If the woman is Rh 
negative and the fetus is Rh positive, the mixing of blood can cause the woman to develop antibodies 
against Rh-positive blood.  This does no harm to the woman; however, if she becomes pregnant again 
with an Rh-positive fetus, the woman's antibodies can cause this fetus to develop severe anemia leading 
to many complications. 
 
This is why you are being offered an injection of Rh(o)D Immune Globulin - to prevent your body from 
producing these antibodies.  Before you receive this injection, be sure you understand both the benefits 
and the possible problems.  If you have any questions as you read, we will be happy to talk about them 
with you. 
 
There can be medical benefits and risks associated with this product.  There are also risks associated with 
not getting this product including the development of severe anemia in the fetus in future pregnancies. 
 
The Rh(o)D Immune Globulin rarely causes side-effects.  You may experience discomfort or swelling at 
the site of the injection or possibly a slight elevation in temperature.  Severe allergic reactions associated 
with receiving this product are extremely rare, but be sure to tell us of any allergies you may have. 
 
Since Rh(o)D Immune Globulin is made from human plasma, a major concern is the spread of infectious 
agents such as viruses (like hepatitis and HIV).  All plasma donors are carefully screened for these and 
other conditions and possible risk factors, and the product is thoroughly tested for safety during its 
processing and after it is manufactured.  There have been no known cases of disease transmission linked 
to Rh(o)D Immune Globulin in the United States. 
 
This injection will help to protect you from developing Rh antibodies from this pregnancy; however, no 
guarantee or assurances can be given to you regarding the results that may occur from receiving Rh(o)D 
Immune Globulin. 
 
 


